REVIEWS
have been profoundly changed. . .
Because of its implicit lessons on survival, the book should be required reading for all who may be exposed to the kind of horrors or physical and emotional trials which may occur -at sea, in the polar regions, in deserts, or anywhere that disaster may place individuals at the mercy of natural forces and elemental urges. It will have a permanent place in the literature of exploration and of human courage because of both its content and its style.
Charles S. Houston that those familiar with the first edition are well advised to read the second in its entirety. Native Rights in Canada is not easy reading for those without legal training, which is by no means an adverse reflection on the authors, but rather a comment on the est>. teric nature of the subject. The effort is worthwhile, however, and the layman should not be discouraged from reading this book. My defence in presuming to review it is that there are relatively few people in Canada who are real experts in the field, and of these I expect a good proportion were actually involved in the writing or editing of this book.
While the authors are clearly sympathetic to the cause of native rights, this book is no mere polemical tract. It is an extremely care ful and scholarly work, which brings together an impressive weight of evidence on legal theory, constitutional law, jurisprudence and the history of Indian treaties, in support of its main thesis, which is that aboriginal rights have a firm basis in Canadian law and, until recently, policy. Written at a time when the Canadian government had recently proposed to abandon aboriginal rights as a basis for a new beginning in native-white relations, the concluding statement is made that "While it is within the prerogative of the Government to reject aboriginal and treaty rights, it is beyond the power of the current Government of Canada to simply deny the 1egaLviability of these rights" @. 275). The editors contend (with firm foundation, in my own experience) that there can be little basis for improving native-white relations unless the government begins by clearly ailirming the legal and historical rights which arc of such great symbolic importance to native people. It would appear that the government has begun to do thii, to the degree that it has retreated from the extreme position taken in its 1969 Statement on Indian FWicy, but native people still await much more firm and unequivocal a manca, to say nothing of actual dealings.
The book contslos five substantive sections. The first concerns the law of aboriginal rights, and explains the basis of such law from the earliest European colonization of the Americas to the most recent jurisprudence in Canada. In addition, it includes a discussion of the content of aboriginal rights, how such rights may be extinguished, and the nature of compensation in the event of extinguishment. In another section are discussed some current issues in the law of native rights, including hunting and iishing rights, mineral rights on reserve lands, and federal control over Indian reserves. The final section examines two alternative solutions to the settlement of native rights which have been used in the United States; one judicial and the other legislative. The Brst is the Indian Claims Commission, and the second is the Alaska settlement. The latter is necessarily only a preliminary discussion, as it was written before the settlement was actually enacted. The Alaska settlement, which was of unprecedented scope, is itself worthy of a majar study of both its realization and implementation.
Those interested in the current issues of native rights and land claims in northern Canada will find this book invaluable in providing the legal and historical background necessary to understand t h w issues. It is by no means the final word, since the law of native rights in Canada is still evolving, and indeed rather rapidly at present. One looks forward to a third edition a few years hence. Many issues in the law of native rights, have yet to be d e cided in the Canadian courts. Several native groups are currently pressing their claims in the c o w . or through negotiation, or through some cambination of &me. The results will be of profound importance not only to them but to all Canadians, for the resolution of these issues may well constitute a basic reo% dering of the relations between w h~ wiety and native society. This is particularly true in the North, where the questions of ownership of tho lrprd and control of its use are of acute significance.
How these questions will be decided wiU depend not only on the courts, however, but also on the attitude of the Canadian public, which this book is intended to inform. The development of the theory of aboriginal rights, and the history of dealings with &ive people, demonstrate that such rights as native people have been granted stem not simply from abstract, idealist thought on the part of the conquerors, but more significantly from a careful assessment of power relationships.
Where the demand for Indian land has been great, and the potential resistance of the Indians weak, the land was taken with little regard to aboriginal rights. This was true in the Maritimm in the early 19th century (see p. 105), and it appears to be happening again today in the James Bay region of Quebec. It was less true on the Prairies in the late 19th century. This book may well help to alter that power relationship in favour of native people. Those Canadians who are swayed by moral arguments will find here a strong case for native rights. Those who are moved only by power will find that native people may indeed have the law on their side. It is no criticism of photography to say that it is a realistic medium. When photographing flowers, most cameramen, including those whose works appear in this book, seem to become carried away by the beauty of the subject, and use the medium as an artistic form of display. This can be most frustrating to the flower lover, but in the present guide the probleigl iias..been neatly overcome by Virginia Howie with her delicate and faithful line drawings. These accompany and complement the 164 photographs of wild flowers in the Alaska-Yukon area. Each drawing is explicit, yet simple, while the photographs gave this reviewer an immediate desire to spend some dime in the area. Short descriptions of the flowers are given, but unfortunately no dates for when they are in bloom. This is a worthy first volume of a new series, and a welcome addition to the literature on an area which is of increasing interest and concern because of impending pipeline construction and related activities. The volume is dedicated to the late William Duncan Strong. The surveys were supported .by the U.S. Office of Naval Research through its laboratory at Barrow, and the Arctic Institute of North America.
Eighteen sites which yielded primarily lithic artefacts, and twelve tent rings which yielded no artefacts, were found in the Shubelik-Sadlerochit Mountain area and at Franklin Bluffs on the Sadlerochit River. The sites and tent rings are described carefully with the aid of photographs and wellexecuted plan drawings and sketch maps and, in a few cases, cross sections.
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